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MUSIC  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 
NEW  ENGLAND  CHAPTER 
FALL  MEETING 
NOVEMBER  1,  1990 


MORNING  SESSION 

The  fall  meeting  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Chapter  took  place  on  Thursday, 
November  1,  1990,  at  Boston  Univer- 
sity. After  coffee  and  registration, 
University  Librarian,  John  Laucus, 
made  a  brief  welcoming  statement. 

The  morning  program  was  devoted 
to  papers  given  by  two  musicologist/ 
librarians  from  the  Isham  Library  at 
Harvard  University.  Nym  Cooke  pre- 
sented "New  England's  Buried  Treasure: 
Local  Sources  for  the  Study  of  Early 
American  Psalmody."  He  gave  a  spir- 
ited description  of  psalmody  as  the 
popular  music  of  its  day  and  pointed 
out  that,  due  to  its  utilitarian  na- 
ture, this  music  was  not  well  docu- 
mented. Many  sources,  including  com- 
posers' manuscripts  and  printed  tune 
books  with  additional  tunes  added  by 
hand,  remain  to  be  discovered  in  li- 
brary and  home  collections.  New  Eng- 
land is  a  particularly  rich  area  for 
these  sources.  Mr.  Cooke  predicted  an 
increase  of  research  in  early  American 
psalmody  and  charged  librarians  to 
take  care  of  these,  our  country's 
first  musical  sources. 


given  in  response  to  the  difficulties 
music  librarians  encounter  when  trying 
to  order  microforms  from  libraries, 
historical  societies,  archives,  and 
third  party  holders.  He  gave  advice 
on  all  the  various  channels  one  should 
consider  and  stressed  how  practices 
vary  from  country  to  country  and  from 
institution  to  institution.  He  gave 
many  tips  on  how  to  encourage  timely 
responses  and  also  warned  the  librar- 
ian to  know  what  is  being  ordered-- 
scholars  may  be  ^ery  hazy  on  details 
such  as  the  length  of  the  item  being 
requested. 

The  morning  concluded  with  a 
recital  by  faculty  and  students  from 
Boston  University's  Opera  Institute. 
They  performed  excerpts  from  Yerma,  an 
opera  by  American  novelist  and  com- 
poser,  Paul  Bowles,  based  on  the  play 
by  Federico  Garcia  Lorca.  The  ma- 
terials for  this  performance  came  from 
the  Libby  Holman  Collection  of  Boston 
University's  Department  of  Special  Col- 
lections. Ms.  Holman,  a  singer,  had 
commissioned  the  opera  and  given  its 
only  previous  performance. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION 


John  B.  Howard's  talk  was  enti- 
tled, "The  Acquisition  of  Microforms 
from  Non-Commercial  Sources,"  and  was 


After  lunch  there  was  a  very 
brief  business  meeting  centered  en- 
tirely on  the  question--   should  the 
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Membership  Committee  continue  to  be  a 
standing  committee,  the  only  one  man- 
dated by  the  Chapter's  by-laws?  Since 
people  were  interested  in  serving  on 
this  committee,  its  existence  was  con- 
tinued for  now. 
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Margaret  Goostray,  Assistant  Di- 
rector of  the  Department  of  Special 
Collections,  gave  a  fascinating  sum- 
mary of  this  impressive  collection. 
Although  Special  Collections  includes 
materials  dating  back  to  a  set  of  the 
Federalist  Paper,  with  annotations  by 
James  Madison,  the  emphasis  is  on  the 
20th  Century  Archive  which  comprises 
1,200  collections  of  papers.  In  addi- 
tion to  authors  in  various  languages, 
poets,  cartoonists,  journalists,  play- 
wrights, film  stars,  and  political 
figures,  many  prominent  musicians  are 
represented--  instrumentalists,  sing- 
ers, conductors,  composers,  musi- 
cologists, and  critics.  Several  ex- 
hibits from  Special  Collections  were 
on  display  in  the  main  library,  includ- 
ing collections  of  Martin  Luther  King, 
Robert  Frost,  and  Bette  Davis. 

The  afternoon  ended  with  coffee, 
cider,  and  dessert,  with  optional  li- 
brary and  Special  Collections  tours. 
Many  thanks  to  Holly  Mockovak  for  host- 
ing such  a  rewarding  meeting. 

Ken  Pristash 

New  England  Conservatory 


CHAPTER  NEWS-- 

The  Spring  Chapter  meeting  will 
be  held  at  the  University  of  Mas- 
sachusetts at  Amherst  (Pamela  Juen- 
gling,  Music  Librarian),  April  13, 
1991.  So  mark  your  calendars  now  and 
reserve  this  date! 


NEW  OR  RETURNING  MEMBERS 

The  Chapter  welcomes  the  follow- 
ing new  or  returning  members: 

Alice  Abraham,  WGBH  Radio 
Jake  Barickman,  Univ.  of  Vermont 
Cathy  Bal shone  Becze,  Villa  I  Tatti 
Barbara  Hefler,  New  England  Conserva- 
tory 
Charlotte  Hegyi ,  Harvard  University 
Marina  Katseva,  Longy  School 
Michelle  Koth,  Yale  University 
Claire  McCarthy,  Trinity  College 
Margaret  Riley,  M.I.T. 
Sharon  Saunders,  Bates  College 
Beth  Sweeney,  Boston  College 
Richard  Vallone,  New  England  Conserva- 
tory 
ihomas  G.  Zantow,  Univ.  of  Maine, 
Orono 


VOLUNTEERS  WANTED 

If  you  are  going  to  the  annual 
MLA  meeting  in  Indianapolis  (February 
13-16,  1991)  and  are  willing  to  write 
a  brief  summary  of  one  or  more  of  the 
plenary  sessions  for  the  Chapter 
Newsletter,  please  contact  Diane  Ota, 
Music  Department,  Boston  Public 
Library,  P.  0.  Box  286,  Boston,  MA 
02117,  Tel.  617-536-5400  x  285. 


| |Editor's  Note: 
next  newsletter 


is 


Deadline  for 
March  1,  1991  .  I 


the 


POSITION  AVAILABLE 

Persons  interested  in  applying 
for  the  position  of  editor  of  the  Chap- 
ter Newsletter  should  contact  Jerry 
McBride,  Chair,  NEMLA,  Music  Library, 
Johnson  Building,  Middlebury  College, 
Middlebury,  VT  05753-6133;  Tel.:  802- 
388-3711,  ext.  5217;  E-Mail:  MCBRIDE 
@MIDD.BITNET.  Among  the  duties  of  the 
editor  are  the  producing  and  mailing 
of  four  newsletters  per  year,  two  of 
which  announce  the  Chapter  meetings; 
writing  or  finding  writers  of  articles 
which  would  be  interesting  to  the  mem- 
bers; covering  related  meetings  or  con- 
ferences. The  position  will  begin 
with  the  September  1991  Newsletter. 

DUES  REMINDER 

\£~3  If  your  mailing  label  has  a  red 
asterisk  (*)  on  it,  your  dues  are  in 
arrears!  So  that  you  will  not  miss 
out  on  any  of  the  Chapter  news,  send 
your  dues  to  Holly  Mockovak,  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, Music  Library,  Mugar 
Memorial  Library.  Boston  University, 
771  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston,  MA 
02215. 
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MUSIC  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The  60th  Annual  Conference  of 
the  Music  Library  Association  will  be 
held  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  Feb- 
ruary 13-16,  1991  at  the  Hilton-at-the 
Circle.  Sessions  on  music  printing, 
ephemera  in  the  music  library,  collec- 
tion evaluation,  and  videos  in  the 
music  library  will  be  held.  A  special 
event  will  be  a  panel  discussing  the 
commissioning  of  a  musical  work. 
Among  the  panelist  will  be  Bruce 
Adolphe,  the  composer  who  has  been  com- 
missioned to  write  a  brass  quintet  in 
honor  of  the  MLA's  60th  anniversary. 


The  work  will  be  premiered  at  the  con- 
ference. 

For  further  information,  con- 
tact, Christine  Hoffman,  Rodgers  &  Ham- 
merstein  Archives,  The  New  York  Public 
Library,  111  Amsterdam  Avenue,  N.Y., 
N.Y.   10023  (Tel.:  212-870-1662). 

*  *  * 

RECENT  PUBLICATIONS 

The  MLA  has  recently  announced 
two  new  publications  in  its  Technical 
Report  Series.  They  are  Authority  Con- 
trol in  Music  Libraries:  Proceedings 
of  the  Music  Library  Association  Pre- 
conference,  March  5,  1985,  edited  by 
Ruth  Tucker  (MLA  Technical  Report 
Series;  no.  16),  ISBN  0-914954-37-7; 
and  Planning  and  Caring  for  Library 
Audio  Facilities"  edited  and  with  a 
preface  by  James  P.  Cassaro  (MLA  Tech- 
nical Report  Series;  no.  17),  ISBN 
0-914954-38-5.  Report  no.  16  costs 
$22.00  ($17.60  for  MLA  members;  report 


no. 


17 


$20.00  ($15. CO  for 


members).  Both  of  these  are  available 
from  the  Music  Library  Association,  P. 
0.  Box  487,  Canton,  MA  02021. 

Also  available  is  the  Directory 
of  Library  School  Offerings  in  Music 
Librarianship,  third  edition,  compiled 
by  Elaine  C.  Breach  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Education  Committee  of  MLA. 
The  directory  lists  all  accredited 
schools  of  library  and  information 
science  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada  offering  courses  in  music  li- 
brarianship or  bibliography  with  infor- 
mation current  as  of  February  1990. 
The  directory  is  available  for  $5.00 
from  Ralph  Papakhian,  MLA  Executive 
Secretary,  Music  Library,  Indiana  Uni- 
versity, Bloomington,  IN  47405.  Pre- 
payment is  required  to  cover  postage 
and  handling  costs.  Checks  should  be 
made  payable  to  the  Music  Library  As- 
sociation. 
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*  CHAPTER  OFFICERS:  * 
CHAIRPERSON                  JERRY  HCBRIDE,  HIDOLEBURY  COLLEGE 
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VICE-CHAIR/CHAIR-ELECT 
PAST-CHAIRPERSON 
SECRETARY-TREASURER 
HEHBER-AT-LARGE 


PATRICIA  BRENNAN,  RHODE  ISLAND  COLLEGE 
DAWN  THISTLE,  COLLEGE  OF  THE  HOLY  CROSS 
HOLLY  HOCKOVAK,  BOSTON  UNIVERSITY 
KEN  PBISTASH,  NEW  ENGLAND  CONSERVATORY 
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